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HC REJECTS PLEA BY EX-IPS OFFICER AGAINST ORDER
REFUSING TO QUASH DEFAMATION CASE BY DHONI

AZHAR SWORN IN AS T’GANA MINISTER, MAY GET
MINORITY WELFARE OR SPORTS & YOUTH AFFAIRS

STATOISTICS A slice of life in numbers

Zero revenue companies  
are stock market darlings

This year’s US market gains look less like broad growth and more 
like a bubble in motion. The biggest returns have come from 

Nasdaq firms with no revenues, up 34% and the AI-fueled “Mag 7”, 
up 18%. Profitable and revenue-generating firms are barely half as 

strong, hinting that the US rally is built on hype, not earnings

Source: Trustplutus
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Chandigarh: An Army Gener-
al Court Martial (GCM) has 
recommended dismissal of  a
colonel for having an “improp-
er relationship” with the wife
of  another colonel.

The officer is from Corps of
Electronics and Mechanical
Engineers and has served an
infantry attachment with the
elite 21 Para SF. He has also
completed his staff  course.

The court martial — headed
by a major general-rank officer
and with six colonels as mem-
bers — began proceedings in
May and findings were given
Wednesday. Sources said the
colonel was found guilty of
three of  the four charges lev-
elled against him under vari-
ous provisions of  Army Act.

Two of  the charges were
that he stayed with the other
colonel’s wife at hotels in Hari-
dwar in Sept 2021, and Dehra-
dun in April 2022. The third
charge was that he, while in the
field, fraudulently used a genu-
ine dependent card of  another
colonel’s wife as that of  his wife
in Sept 2021 and April 2022.
GCM recommended his dis-
missal, subject to approval of
higher Army authorities. TNN

Col faces axe for
stealing affection

of a brother
officer’s wife

New Delhi: Quoting a US
judgment that said harass-
ing lawyers is a step in the
direction of  a totalitarian
form of  govt, Supreme
Court on Friday said no in-
vestigating agency could is-
sue summons to an advocate
for questioning merely be-
cause they gave legal opin-
ion, advice or represented a
person accused of  commit-
ting a serious crime or huge
financial irregularity.

A bench of  CJI B R Gavai
and Justices K Vinod Chan-
dran and N V Anjaria
stressed an advocate could
not be coerced into revealing
any information with re-
spect to the client they repre-
sented or the cause they
were engaged to prosecute
or defend. “Such privilege
extends to legal opinions giv-
en by an advocate to individ-
uals, corporates, firms and
associations,” it said.

SC had taken suo motu
cognizance of  the issuance
of  summons to advocates by
probe agencies and police.
Writing the judgment, Jus-
tice Chandran, however,
said immunity from disclos-
ing privileged advocate-cli-
ent communication was not
available to in-house coun-

sel who were in regular em-
ployment of  a corporate en-
tity with full salaries, as they
were not included within the
definition of  advocates un-
der the Advocates Act, 1961.

The court also clarified
that immunity from sum-
mons did not apply to advo-
cates who had assisted or
conspired with the client in
the commission of  a crime.

The bench said when
summons in such instances
was issued to an advocate,
the investigating officer
must take the consent of  a
superior officer not below
the rank ofSP. All such sum-
monses can be challenged in
courts, SC said.

Referring to Bhartiya
Sakhya Adhiniyam provi-
sions, the bench said client-
lawyer communication had
been treated as sacrosanct

and no authority could seek
details. It, however, re-
frained from framing guide-
lines on issuance of  sum-
mons, saying there was no
legal vacuum that required
judicial intervention.

“The role of  lawyers in
society and the discharge of
their duties...in establishing
rights or defending against
infringements cannot at all
be discounted,” SC said, th-
ough conceding there were
black sheep “who tread the
uneven, muddy lanes of  de-
ceit, in purported protection
of  interest of  the client”.

It said, “The provision
providing protection to the
privileged communica-
tions between the lawyer
and the client is not to pro-
tect those deviants but to
ensure that the vast majori-
ty, who are day in and day
out involved in the task of
administration of  justice,
are not victimised or bul-
lied into making disclo-
sures of  their communica-
tions with their clients,
merely for reason of  having
represented a client of
questionable conduct...”

SC provided for a trial
court-monitored mecha-
nism for production of  elec-
tronic devices of  an advo-
cate in an instance where
they were complicit in a
crime but barred disclo-
sure of  any communica-
tion between that advocate
and their other clients un-
related to the crime.

Can’t quiz lawyer on
client’s crimes: SC

Referring to BSA provisions, SC
said client-lawyer communication
had been treated as sacrosanct

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

‘No Immunity If Lawyer Complicit
In Crime, Or Is In-House Counsel’

Chennai: How can Enforce-
ment Directorate, being an in-
vestigating agency itself, ap-
proach court for a direction to
the Tamil Nadu police, which
is another investigating agen-
cy, to register cases based on
information it provided re-
garding alleged illegal sand
mining in the state, Madras
high court asked on Friday.

The first bench of  Chief
Justice Manindra Mohan
Shrivastava and Justice G
Arul Murugan made the ob-
servation on a plea moved by
ED seeking directions to the
TN DGP to register FIRs in re-
spect of  cognizable offences
disclosed under Section 66(2)
of  PMLA through communi-
cations dated June 13, 2024,
and July 18, 2024.

Responding to the query,
ED submitted that PMLA al-
lowed it to request other agen-
cies to act upon its findings.
Opposing the plea, TN advo-
cate general P S Raman con-
tended that state police could
not be treated as a “post office”
to merely act on ED’s letters.
He pointed out that states like
UP, Bihar and Gujarat had four
times as many sand mining
cases as TN, yet ED had not
taken any action there.

To this, ED submitted the
petition was filed only in pub-

lic interest and having collect-
ed this much evidence, it was
concerned that the material
not be wasted. Responding to
the argument, the AG said, “If
public interest is the basis,
can the Tamil Nadu govt simi-
larly approach Gujarat high
court seeking action on illegal
sand mining in the state?”

A similar case was filed by
ED before Supreme Court
against the Delhi govt, in
which SC asked the agency un-
der what right it had ap-
proached the court with such
a prayer. Subsequently, the ad-
ditional solicitor general said
he did not want any findings
from the court and withdrew
the petition, Raman said.

Since the AG submitted
that the state was ready to in-
form the court about the future
course of  action through a
counter affidavit, HC adjo-
urned the hearing for 3 weeks.

Since both are probe
agencies, how can ED
force police to act on
its findings, asks HC

TN advocate general P S Raman
submitted in HC that state police
could not be treated as a ‘post
office’ to merely act on ED’s letters
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@timesofindia.com

Jind: Smugglers shot dead a
Haryana youth who was at-
tempting to enter the US
through the illegal “dunki”
route after holding him cap-
tive in Guatemala, accord-
ing to his family members.

Yuvraj (18), the only son
of  his parents, was from
Mohna village in Pundri
town of  Kaithal district. He
had left for the US on Oct 13,
2024. The family said they
came to know about his fate
last week after a death certif-
icate sent by one of  the
smugglers, allegedly issued
from Mexico, mentioned
that he died on March 4, 2025,
from a bullet injury.

Last year, agents had
struck a Rs 41-lakh deal with
Yuvraj’s parents, assuring
them payment would be tak-
en after he reached his desti-
nation. They took a Rs 25 lakh
in advance, said Yuvraj’s fa-
ther Kuldeep. Soon after, the
family lost contact with him.

Some months later, they
got videos showing Yuvraj
and a youth from Punjab be-
ing held hostage in Guatema-
la. Smugglers could be seen

forcing both to lie face down
and beating them. They load-
ed pistols and threatened
to kill them, demanding
nearly Rs 17.5 lakh for Yuv-
raj’s release, Kuldeep said.

In his last message, Yuv-
raj was seen pleading. “Papa-
ji, they have taken us hostage.
They are beating us. They
will kill us... please send mon-
ey. Otherwise, they will kill
us,” he begged. The family
met the Kaithal SP in March.

Then, one of  the smug-
glers, Paul, a Nepalese, told
them Yuvraj was dead.
“When we asked for proof, he
demanded money. We trans-
ferred $1,500 to his account.
After that, he sent us photo-
graphs of  the body and a copy
of  the death certificate,” said
Yuvraj’s uncle Kulwant.

Haryana teen held
hostage on ‘dunki’
route to US, killed

Vijender Kumar TNN The family said they
came to know of
Yuvraj’s fate last
week after a death
certificate sent by
one of the smugglers
said that he died on
March 4 from a
bullet injury

Bengaluru: A teenager, along
with four friends, all minor
boys, allegedly murdered her
34-year-old mother and staged
it as a suicide at her residence
in Bengaluru. The family of
the 17-year-old class 9 dropout
grew suspicious and alerted po-
lice, who got her to confess.

According to police, the girl
and her friends murdered Ne-
travathi after she filed a police
complaint against them. “Four
are aged between 16 and 17, and
are school dropouts, while one
is a 13-year-old boy in class 7,
who is on the run,” said a se-
nior police officer.

Netravathi was opposed to
her daughter’s relationship
with a 17-year-old. On Oct 20, the
four juveniles went to the girl’s
house and assaulted Netra-
vathi and her partner, Ravi Ku-
mar. They allegedly threatened
the couple and took Rs 15,000.
Netravathi then went to the po-
lice. On Oct 25, the teens alleg-
edly strangled her with a towel.
They then hanged the body
from the fan with a sari. TNN

Teen kills mom,
tries to mask it

as a suicide 

Bijnor: A 34-year-old woman
died Thursday while grinding
flour after her dupatta got
caught in the belt of  a makesh-
ift mill at her home, pulling her
into the machine, reports Har-
veer Dabas. The impact was so
severe that Manoj Devi’s head
was severed from her body.

The horrifying accident in
Amroha’s Kalali village oc-
curred in front of  her two chil-
dren, aged five and nine. Hear-
ing their cries, her mother-in-
law rushed to the spot and found
her lying in a pool of  blood.

Devi’s husband, Narendra
Kumar, who works as a driver,
was away at the time.

Dhanaura SHO Balendra
Yadav said an autopsy had been
conducted and the report was
awaited. “An investigation is
under way, but police are yet to
receive a complaint,” he added.

Devi used to grind flour for
neighbours for a small fee. Her
last rites were performed after
police handed over the body.

Mill belt severs
woman’s head
in front of kids

Bareilly: Days after Rajasthan
HC granted interim bail to Asa-
ram Bapu — serving a life sen-
tence for raping a minor — on
medical grounds, the girl’s fa-
ther said he would challenge it
in Supreme Court but no advo-
cate was willing to take the case
as the self-styled godman wield-
ed enormous influence, reports
Krishna Chaudhary. He said
his family was facing threats
from Asaram’s followers. He
told TOI, “Since I got this news,
we are living in fear... Whenev-
er I speak to any lawyer about
the case, he or she says no.” 
He added, “Asaram’s followers
are keeping a watch on us.”

No lawyer wants
to take on Asaram,
says survivor dad
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